
Zen Garden

Equipment List 

Instruments

- Cello

• six string eCello

- Bow

• Standard bow of Ulrich’s preference

- Plectrum

• A thick guitar pick, ideally one used for bass guitars

- Tile-like surface (Hard surface)

• Small 6”x6” floor tile

- We will provide the tile, set up with a microphone to amplify the sound

- Small tub of gravel (Small rocks that make a crunch sound)

• Small plastic container

• Fine Gravel

- We will also provide this, set up with a microphone to amplify the sound

- Wood like surface

• Floor of the blackbox room will suffice

Furniture

- Stool

• Tall stool that does not swivel, which will make it easy for Ulrich to play his cello, 
while also switching what he is stepping on
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Electronics

- Amplifier

• We will provide a powered speaker

- 3 HD video cameras on tripods

- 4-channel audio recorder with AC adapter

- 2 PZM microphones

- 2 PZM microphone stands

- 2 XLR cables

- 1 1/4” instrument cable

- 2 power extension cables

- Projector with screen and VGA cable

- Reading Light

Instructions 

- Using the key (legend) provided below, play the piece at a slow but free tempo 

• Recommended 5 seconds per measure, which translates to between 45-50 bpm

- Use a stool to sit while playing the cello

• Feet should be touching the ground in order to make footsteps

- Symbols not provided on the key will be allowed to be interpreted in a multiple 
amount of ways

- Dynamics are allowed to be interpreted by the performer

• However, crescendos and decrescendos must be followed as written

- Footsteps will be played in a rhythmic fashion

• The timing of the steps does not necessarily line of with the timing that it appears in 
a staff. However, if there are more steps in a measure, this implies faster footsteps.

• Shoes that can produce an audible percussive noise are required

�2



- Performer should be making animated movements while playing to emphasize his 
emotion

• The stage will be dark so that you will see a moving silhouette

Rehearsal Schedule 
- 7 - 7:15

• Set up for performance
- We will set up all equipment including microphones and cameras in an order that 

will be used for the performance and specified in the Technical Rider
- 7:15 - 7:30

• Talk with Ulrich
- Explain to him the concept of the piece more in depth than he was able to pick up 

from our posts and answer any questions he might have. Specify any things we 
want him to do.

- 7:30 - 7:40
• Run-through 1

- Full run through of performance
- 7:40 - 7:55

• Feed back
- We will give him feedback of what we did and did not like, and what we want to 

be changed for the second run through.
- 7:55-8:05

• Run-through 2
- Full run through of performance

- 8:05 - 8:20
• Feedback & final thoughts and plans for Thursday

- Give him more feedback about the changes made and discuss what will be 
needed for Thursday

- 8:20 - 8:30
• Tear down

- Remove equipment and return to Morris.
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Possible Titles 
• How do you feel the feel the images in the background contribute to the piece?

• The harmonic glissando is added to create a sense of foreboding to contrast with the 
peacefulness of the garden.

• Does this remind you of anything from earlier in the piece?

• How do you feel that the sound of the feet add to the piece as a whole?

• Why do you think the images are changing in the background?

• Where do you think the sound of the feet is leading to?
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Stage

Audience

Stool* w/ Performer and Cello 

Microphone*

Microphone*

Tile*
Tub of Gravel*

Powered Speaker* 

Music Stand*

Video camera* Video camera*

Video camera*

Zen Garden Stage Plot A
Approximate Dimensions: 15’ x 10’

* = We will provide equipment

All around microphone*



Stage

Audience

Stool* w/ Performer and Cello 

Microphone*

Microphone*

Tile*
Tub of Gravel*

Powered Speaker* 

Music Stand*

Video camera*

Video camera*

Video camera*

Zen Garden Stage Plot B
Approximate Dimensions: 15’ x 10’

All around microphone** = We will provide equipment


